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   As the Braves throw out the 
first Spring Training pitch at Cool Today 
Park in North Port, Florida, six of the 
eight position players appear to be set.
Austin Riley will anchor the hot corner 
after signing a lengthy contract extension 
last season. Riley hit .273 in 2022 with 
38 homeruns and 93 runs-batted-in. Will 
2023 be his MVP year?

Matt Olsen will be back at first 
base for the second year of his long-
term contract with Atlanta after Freddie 
Freeman defected to the Dodgers. Olsen 
will be looking to improve on his .240 
average from last season, but his power 
numbers were excellent—34 HRs, 103 
RBIs. Olsen is also a former Gold Glove 
winner. 

The Braves are hoping for a 
healthy Ozzie Albies at second base, 
something that hasn’t happened 
consistently since he signed his contract 
extension in 2021. Albies is a leader on 
the diamond—and in the clubhouse—but 
needs to stay healthy.  

Sean Murphy is apparently going 
to be the everyday catcher as the Braves 
gave up some good players to obtain him, 
and then signed him to a long-term deal. 

Murphy is one of the best 
defensive catchers in baseball, and had 
18 homeruns with 66 RBIs last year in 
Oakland. Travis d’Arnaud, a fan favorite 
in Braves Country, may be the odd 
man out if someone else emerges as the 
designated hitter.

Willie Harris II will probably 
be the everyday centerfielder for Atlanta 
for the next decade. Harris, the reigning 
Rookie of the Year, should get even better 
as he matures.  

What can you say about Ronald 
Acuna, Jr.? Winning Rookie of the Year 
in 2018, and poised to perhaps become 
the face of the Atlanta franchise, Acuna 

simply hasn’t been able to stay healthy the 
last three years, from nagging injuries to 
a torn ACL. 

All stakeholders say he is now 
healthy, and Acuna is looking to return 
to his 2019 form when he hit .280 with 41 
HRs, 101 RBIS, and had 37 stolen bases. 
When healthy, Acuna is also among the 
leaders in put-outs for right fielders.  

Left field could be an issue for 
the Braves. Marcel Ozuna is a defensive 
liability, and appears to be slated as the 
designated hitter (but let’s not forget 
d’Arnaud). Eddie Rosario will probably 
be standing to Willie Harris’ right during 
spring training, but I’m not convinced a 
trade won’t be made to plug the gap in left. 

That brings us to shortstop. 
Vaughn Grissom is penciled in, but there 
is an eraser on the pencil, as Braves brass 
says there is an open competition between 
Grissom and Orlando Arcia.

Filling in last year for Albies at 
second, Grissom batted .291 with five 
homeruns and 18 RBIs in 41 games. If 
neither Grissom nor Arcia pans out at 
Cool Today Park, the Braves have hot 
prospect Braden Shewmake in the minors.  

As for pitching, the first four 

starters seem set. Max Fried, Spencer 
Strider, Kyle Wright, and Charlie Morton 
may be as good as any team’s top four 
starters in the National League, and 
certainly in the NL East. 

Mike Soroka, Ian Anderson, 
Bryce Elder, and others are competing 
for the fifth rotation spot. As you may 
remember, however, Anderson finished 
last season at Triple-A, and Soroka hasn’t 
pitched in the majors since 2019 due to 
injury.

The Braves bullpen will be strong 
again, with Raisel Iglesias as the closer. 
A.J. Minter, Collin McHugh, Dylan 
Lee, Kirby Yates, Jackson Stephens 
and newcomers Joe Jimenez and Lucas 
Luetge should be ready to get the game 
to the ninth.

Atlanta also has a bevy of 
pitchers and position player signed to 
minor league contracts, which could be 
a spring factor.

All in all, the Atlanta Braves 
look pretty good for 2023 and have an 
excellent shot at defending their 5th 
straight NL East title.  

The first game that counts is 
March 30 at Washington. Play ball!
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             You don’t have to be a Georgia 
fan to understand the effect that Todd 
Monken has had on Georgia’s offense 
the last three years. 

Monken recently was named 
Offensive Coordinator for the 
Baltimore Ravens, ending his time 
in Athens, GA.

Monken created a balanced 
and creative offense that kept defenses 
guessing and got the ball to multiple 
playmakers throughout games. It’s 
was a thing of beauty to watch and as 
a Georgia fan, I hate to see Monken 
go to Baltimore, because watching 
Georgia’s offense in the past hasn’t 
always been a treat. 

Georgia has historical ly 
been known as a running team and 
for good reason. UGA is known 
as “Tailback U’, mostly due to the 
incredibly talented running backs 
that have come through in the last 
few decades. Everyone knows about 
Herschel Walker, Garrison Hearst, 
Todd Gurley, and Nick Chubb, just 
to name a few.  

However, when it comes to 
passing the ball, Georgia fans have 
had to hold their collective breath a 
lot over the years. When Georgia’s 
quarterback has had to air it out a lot 
in games, it usually hasn’t ended well.  

I decided to check out the 
website sicemdawgs.com and found 
this category: Most Passing Attempts 
by a UGA Quarterback in a Game. 

Here’s the Top Ten results: 
Tied at 10th are Aaron Murray 

and Quincy Carter with 49. 
Murray’s was against Auburn 

in 2013 and Carter against Florida in 
1998. Both were losses. Georgia was 
pounded by the Gators 38-7 and every 

Georgia fan remembers how that 2013 
Auburn game ended. A 43-38 loss 
where Murray deserved better. 

Tied at 7th are Eric Zeier twice 
and Jake Fromm with 51 attempts. 

Zeier’s were against South 
Carolina (a 24-21 win) and Kentucky 
(a 34-30 win) in 1994. Fromms’ was 
an ugly 20-17 overtime loss to South 
Carolina in 2019 that the Fromm-
haters in the Georgia fan base have 
never been able to get over. While 
Fromm didn’t play well that day, that 
loss was a team effort.  

At 6th is Zeier again (see a 
pattern here?) with 53 passing attempts 
against Auburn at home in 1993. 
Another ugly home loss (42-28) where 
Georgia’s defense failed to show up 
and give our quarterback any help. 

At 5th is Zeier again with 
54 in an awful Homecoming loss 
to Vanderbilt in 1994. I was there 
covering the game that day for 
13WMAZ (Macon). It’s probably 
the worst, most “mailed in” game 
I’ve ever seen from a Georgia squad.  

Tied for 3rd with 55 passing 
attempts in a game are Quincy Carter 
and Jacob Eason.

Carter’s performance was 
in 1999 at Georgia Tech. Another 
inexplicable loss that could have been 
easily avoided had Head Coach Jim 
Donnan just kicked a field goal at 
Tech’s one-yard-line in overtime. 

Instead, he ran Jasper Sanks, 
who fumbled and Tech recovered. 
Had there been replay at the time, 
it would have shown that Sanks was 
down. Unfortunately for Dawg fans, 
Tech would hold Georgia scoreless on 
their next possession and then kick a 
field goal to win 51-48.

It’s still the last time Georgia 
Tech has beaten Georgia at Grant 
Field. Jacob Eason’s 55-attempt 
performance was in 2016 at Missouri. 
Eason’s final pass was a 4th Down 
touchdown completion to Isaiah 
McKenzie to give the Dawgs a last-
minute victory 28-27. 

In 2nd place is Cory Phillips 
with 62 passing attempts against 
Georgia Tech at home in 2000. 

This was a 27-15 loss that 
sealed Jim Donnan’s fate as head 
coach. He was fired the next week. 

Phillips was 36 of 62 passing, 
while throwing for 413 yards, yet 
Georgia only managed 15 points for 
the game. What’s more frustrating 
is that all 11 starters for Georgia on 
defense that year went on to play in 
the NFL in some capacity. 

Which brings us to the game 
with the most passing attempts ever. 
The 1993 Cocktail Party. Better known 
to old school Georgia fans as “The 
Timeout Game”. 

Eric Zeier put the ball in the 
air a whopping 65 times that game 
in a 33-26 loss. The field was a mess 
as it had rained for what seemed like 
forever. 

With five seconds left in the 
game, Zeier hit Jerry Jerman for what 
looked like a touchdown and the 
opportunity to go for two and win 
the game. 

Instead, the referees claimed 
that Florida defensive back Anthony 
Lott had called a timeout before the 
ball had snapped (replay showed he 
didn’t but it didn’t matter). 

The Dawgs would fail to score 
afterward and suffered yet another 
heartbreaking loss to Steve Spurrier 
and the hated Gators. 

Georgia went 3-8 in those 11 
games, with the three wins coming by 
four points or less.

Yet, despite two straight 
national championships, I still hear 
some Georgia fans complaining that 
we need a quarterback with an NFL-
type arm who can throw the ball 
around the yard on a regular basis. 

Relax, my fel low Dawg 
fans. Monken and Stetson Bennett 
have proven that a strong running 
game along with a quarterback who 
understands and can run the system 
is all Georgia needs to be successful.
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  The 2022 NFL season 
has concluded. Kansas City beat 
Philadelphia 38 – 35 in Super Bowl 
LVII. It was the third-most-watched 
television show in history, with an 
estimated 113 million people watching, 
according to preliminary numbers 
released Monday.

The 2015 game between the 
New England Patriots and Seattle 
Seahawks on NBC holds the record 
at 114,442,000 viewers (not including 
streaming), followed by Super Bowl LI 
in 2017 on Fox between Atlanta and 
New England (113,668,000).

Rihanna's halftime show 
averaged 118.7 million viewers, making 
it the second-most-watched show in 
Super Bowl history. Katy Perry's 2015 
performance holds the top mark at 
121 million.

T he  Eag les  scored  a 
touchdown on their opening 
possession. The Chiefs responded on 
their first possession with a touchdown 
as well. Travis Kelce caught an 18-yard 
score from Patrick Mahomes.

Kansas City missed a 42-yard 
field goal on their second possession. 
Philly made them pay on the next 
drive. Jalen Hurts threw a 45-yard 
touchdown pass to A.J. Brown.

The momentum shifted on 
the next drive when Hurts fumbled, 
and Nick Bolton recovered the ball 
and scored a 36-yard TD. Bolton also 
lead the team with 9 tackles.

Ph i l adelph ia scored a 
touchdown and field goal on the next 
two possessions of the first half. They 
had a 24 – 14 lead going into halftime. 
Mahomes was tackled toward the end 
of the first half and he tweaked his 

high ankle sprain.
KC outcoached the Eagles 

after halftime and the second half 
was completely different. They scored 
three touchdowns and a field goal. 

Mahomes was 21/27 for 182 
yards, 3 scores, 0 interceptions and he 
was not sacked. He also ran 6 times 
for 44 yards. He was named the Super 
Bowl MVP. 

The Eagles led the league for 
the most sacks with 70 in the regular 
season so it’s surprising they could not 
record one in the Super Bowl.

Kelce had 6 catches for 81 
yards and a score. JuJu Smith-Schuster 
had 7 receptions for 53 yards. Isiah 
Pacheco had 15 carries, 76 yards and 
a touchdown.

Hurts was 27/38, 304 yards, 
1 TD and no 0 interceptions. He also 
led the team in rushing with 15 carries, 
70 yards and 3 touchdowns.

“I thought guys just embraced 
the moment,” Mahomes said about 
rallying from a 10-point halftime 
deficit. “In that first half, we were 
playing and doing some good stuff, 
but I felt like the guys were getting 
consumed by everything around us.”

Coach Andy Reid, who 

couldn’t win the big game in 
Philadelphia, beat his former team 
to earn his second ring with Mahomes 
and the Chiefs.

“We wanted to get this so 
bad for him,” Tracis Kelce said. “His 
legacy in Philly lives on forever. ... 
There’s a lot of pride in knowing 
that he’s had success in two different 
organizations, but this was the better 
one.”

The Chiefs won their second 
Super Bowl following the 2019 season, 
50 years after the first one. Mahomes 
led them back from a 10-point deficit 
in the fourth quarter against San 
Francisco in that one. It took just 
three years to get another Lombardi.

Mahomes i s  t he  best 
quarterback in the NFL and he’s now 
adding to his resume as an all-time 
great. The Chiefs played the third 
most rookies in 2022. Only Chicago 
and Houston played more rookies 
and they have the top two picks in 
the NFL draft.

KC has reached at least the 
AFC Championship game in the five 
seasons that Mahomes started. That 
has to be the expectation going into 
the 2023 season.
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  Todd Monken is no longer 
in Athens, headed back to the NFL 
ranks to join the Baltimore Ravens 
after leading Georgia’s offense for 
three seasons.

Mike Bobo is stepping into 
the role as offensive coordinator after 
having served as an analyst for the 
Bulldogs this past season and a quite 
well-traveled past before that, much 
of which took place in Athens.

What’s old is new again, 
with Bobo’s promotion to offensive 
coordinator being announced. There 
were two other options for Smart to 
go in replacing Monken, and each had 
its upside but also a downside.

Look outside the program. 

Smart may have operated quietly 
behind the scenes, the same way he 
did with Monken after the 2019 season 
for James Coley’s job. There may not 
have been a home-run hire available: 
Look at the trouble Nick Saban had 
finding a new offensive coordinator 
before landing Tommy Rees, who 
had an uneven and inconsistent past 
with his years at Notre Dame. Now, 
Notre Dame is having trouble finding 
a replacement for Tommy Rees.

Sources report that Monken 
played a big role in Bobo being named 
offensive coordinator. 

Monken and Smart had more 
than one conversation about Bobo and 
his contributions in 2022, and Bobo 
was a big part of the game planning 
each week.

This isn’t to say Georgia has 
upgraded or downgraded, just because 
Bobo’s past two stints in the SEC 
didn’t go well. It’s best to label it a 
lateral move for the program, because 
fans still harbor reservations about 

Bobo’s early years at Georgia. 
It took t ime before he 

grew into his position and became 
cutting-edge. For some reason, 
there’s a perception he was a run-
first coordinator, but Georgia passed 
57 percent of the time in 2011 and 
2012, following 50-50 in 2013, then 
run-heavy in 2014 when it had the 
triumvirate of Todd Gurley, Nick 
Chubb and Sony Michel.

Were there play-cal l ing 
mistakes during the Bobo era? Sure 
(feel free to bring up not giving the 
ball to Gurley at the goal line in 2014 
against South Carolina, even though 
Georgia scored on a goal-line pass 
earlier in the game). 

Does being a good fit make 
Bobo the right hire? There are no 
guarantees; in the position that 
Georgia is in now — more talent, 
more financial support, everything in 
place that led to two straight national 
titles — the safe hire seems like the 
right one.
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   For those of us who have been 
Atlanta Braves fans for over 40 years, we 
have been through some good times, 
some bad times, and then some really, 
really bad times. 

There were a few Braves teams 
in the 80’s that were inexplicably bad. 
Many times, as the Braves were headed 
towards yet another loss, legendary Braves 
announcer Skip Caray would quip, “Well, 
Folks...you can’t win ‘em all or it would 
get boring.” 

Well, believe me, some of those 
80’s teams went out of their way to save 
us from that boredom.

Then in 1990, things began to 
turn around. John Schuerholz took over 
as General Manager and Bobby Cox came 
back as Manager (he managed the Braves 
from 1978-1981). 

The team finally started making 
intelligent decisions and good things 
began to happen. For me, the biggest 
thing that came along was David Justice. 

Now, I realize a lot of people are 
going to disagree with me here. They’ll 
say that it was the Braves’ pitching that 
made them what they were in the 90’s, 
and I’m not saying they’re necessarily 
wrong. But every great team has a leader. 
And Justice was it. Here’s how I know.

I was lucky enough to get to 
cover the Braves from 1994-1996 while 
working for 13WMAZ in Macon, GA. I 
covered somewhere around 20-25 games 
in that time, and for a guy in his 20’s who 
had grown up loving the Braves, it was 
like a day at Six Flags for me. 

I got to interview the players on 
the field while they were taking batting 
practice, sit in the press box to watch the 
game, and then go in the locker room 
after the game to do interviews. 

The locker room at that time 
was full of future Hall-of-Famers that 

everyone remembers. Chipper Jones, Greg 
Maddux, Tom Glavine, Jon Smoltz, and 
Fred McGriff were all present. 

However, there was one player 
the media always went to like a moth to 
a bug light. And that was David Justice. 
He had a commanding presence that 
couldn’t be denied and wasn’t afraid in 
the least to say exactly what was on his 
mind. He also didn’t suffer fools when 
it came to the reporters. 

If somebody asked a dumb 
question, Justice called them out on it. 
His mouth did get him in trouble with 
the fans in 1995 when he went on a rant 
before Game 6 on the World Series, 
claiming that the fans would hate the 
team if they didn’t win the series. 

However, he still went out and 
hit the biggest home run in Braves history 
to win the series that night.

The following year, Justice only 
played in 40 games of the 1996 season due 
to a shoulder injury. He wasn’t available 
for the World Series against the Yankees, 
and it led to the biggest collapse in Braves 
history. 

After getting out to 2-0 lead in 
the series on the road and headed back 
home, the Braves managed to lose four 
games in a row, dropping the series 4-2. 

As a Braves fan, I’m still not 
over that World Series loss. I couldn’t 
sleep for a week. David Justice was my 
favorite player and it frustrated me that 
he wasn’t able to be in the lineup to help 
keep that loss from happening. Still, I 
was looking forward to the 1997 season 
when he’d be back healthy and the team 
would be even stronger.

Then, for me and many other 
Braves fans, the worst trade in Braves 
history happened.

On March 25th, 1997, in a salary-
cutting move, the Braves traded David 
Justice and Marquis Grissom (my second 
favorite Braves player) to the Cleveland 
Indians for Kenny Lofton and left-handed 
relief pitcher Alan Embree. 

As a Braves fan, I was devastated. 
I had seen how clutch Justice could be 
when they needed him. I had seen what 
his presence meant in the clubhouse when 

he kept reporters away from other players 
who preferred not to be interviewed (like 
Grissom, Maddux, and McGriff). I felt 
like Justice was “the straw that stirred 
the drink” as the saying goes.

He went on that year to lead 
Cleveland to the World Series while 
Kenny Lofton was a problem child who 
never really wanted to be in Atlanta, 
lasting one year before re-signing with 
Cleveland the next year. 

Embree was basically an average 
pitcher at best, who didn’t bring much 
value.

Meanwhile, the Braves went 
on to lose in the National League 
Championship Series to the underdog 
Florida Marlins 4-2, in what is still another 
playoff loss I’ve never really gotten over.

Which brings me to my point...
there is no substitute for chemistry on 
a team, and some players are way more 
important than others. 

After dealing Justice, the Braves 
never made it to the promised land again 
with Cox as manager. While eventually 
winning 14 straight division titles, they 
only played in one more World Series; 
in 1999, getting blown out 4-0 by the 
Yankees.

Now, here we are in 2023 and 
I’m afraid history is repeating itself. 
After the exhilarating and unexpected 
World Series win in 2021, the Braves let 
the biggest part of their chemistry go by 
not signing Freddie Freeman to another 
contract. And what happened? 

A shameful first round playoff 
loss to the Phillies where Freeman’s 
leadership was sorely missed. 

It’s hard for me to criticize Braves 
General Manager Alex Anthopolous 
for losing Freddie. After all, it was 
Anthopolous who made the moves 
halfway through the 2021 season that 
led to the World Series win. 

But I’m getting that old feeling 
again. That while the Braves will be 
loaded with talent and most likely playoff-
bound for several seasons to come, they’ll 
still find a way to blow it now that the 
chemistry has been irreversibly changed. 
I really hope I’m wrong.
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 In 2024 College football 
expands to a 12-team playoff. Here 
are my top 12 teams going into the 
Spring practice for 2023.

Georgia: Back to national 
champions, and 29-1 in last 30 games. 
Where else do you expect the champs 
to be ranked? 

No matter who wins the 
starting quarterback job Carson Beck, 
Brock Vandagriff or Gunner Stockton, 
the Bulldogs will be strong on offense 
and have TE Brock Bowers. Defense 
will be nasty as always under Kirby.

Michigan: Yes, they have 
folded like a cheap tent in the last two 
college football playoffs, but this team 
is the established king of the Big 10, 
and owns Ohio State currently. The 
Wolverines land here. 

Ohio State: Ryan Day is 45-6 
but it feels like this team does not live 
up to its potential.

Michigan has the upper hand 
over Ohio State currently. Marvin 
Harrison Jr. is back, and he is the best 
WR in college football. 

Alabama: Alabama is still 
Alabama. People need to remember 
this fact. Nick Saban must be stewing 
inside about how 2022 played out. 
Who will be the QB? Once that is 
settled then look out for this team.

LSU: The Tigers land here. 
Brian Kelly is an elite coach, and 
this team has elite talent. Alabama 
vs. LSU will be for the SEC West 
Championship.

Penn State: Drew Allar is 
the QB now. Nick and Kaytron Allen 
return at RB. Is this team ready to 
compete with Michigan and Ohio 
State for the Big 10 Championship?

Florida State: Jordan Travis 
is back with weapons all around him 
to use. Mike Norvell seems to have 
turned the corner in Tallahassee. 

Can FSU handle the mantle 
of being the favorite in the ACC? We 
shall see. 

USC: The Trojans were one 
win away from the CFP in 2022. 

Can USC win a Pac-12 title 
in 2023 with Washington and Utah 
breathing down their necks? Team 
defense will provide that answer.

Washington: Michael Penix 
Jr. makes this team a contender and 
he will be a Heisman candidate. 

The Pac-12 needs a team to 
make the CFP desperately. It has been 
a long drought. 

Utah: The Utes are the two-
time defending Pac-12 champions. 
This team does not get the respect 
it deserves. Great head coach and 
talented players define this program. 
The Utes play a physical brand of 
football. 

Tennessee: Hendon Hooker 
is gone. Joe Milton is the man now 
in Knoxville. 

Josh Heupel has done a 
fantastic job in a short period of time. 

This time the Vols must 

improve on defense. 
Road games at Alabama and 

Florida will be tough. They get UGA 
at home in November, which is good, 
but UGA has won their last three visits 
to Rocky Top. 

Defense is going to be the 
key in 2023. 

Oregon: Dan Lanning won 
ten games in year one. 

Bo Nix is back. 
The Pac-12 could be an 

extremely competitive conference 
this fall. 

This is a dangerous football 
team. As with most teams out west 
can they play defense at a level that 
allows them to compete with the big 
boys from the SEC or Big 10?

Just on the outside looking in: 
Clemson, Notre Dame, TCU, Texas, 
Tulane, and Kansas State. Can you 
imagine these debates when the CFP 
expands to 12? 

Conference Breakdown: 
SEC: 4
Pac-12: 4
Big Ten: 3
ACC: 1
Spring football is just a couple of weeks 
away. Let the debates begin.
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                   Florida Gators quarterback 
Anthony Richardson, one of the hottest 
and most difficult-to-sort prospects in 
the 2023 NFL Draft, has every athletic 
trait I can think of. 

A t  6 - fo o t - 4  a n d  2 31 
pounds, Richardson has a missile 
launcher for a right arm. He’s expected 
to flirt with a 4.4-second 40-yard dash at 
the combine. He’s even got a big, bright, 
Draft Day smile.

Richardson will be covered 
relentlessly for the remainder of the draft 
cycle, because the football world knows 
so little about him (and he has incredible 
skills). He made just 13 starts in college 
and threw fewer than 400 career passes. 
Teams will want to know more about his 
personality, football IQ and leadership.

Somewhere along the way scouts 
and coaches will learn that Richardson is 
a prospect who has been waiting a 
lifetime for this opportunity. Right now, 
he appears to be the most interesting 
man in today’s draft cycle. 

In his only season as a starter, 
Richardson completed just 53.8% of his 
passes for 2,549 yards, 17 touchdowns 
and 9 interceptions. He also rushed for 
649 yards and 9 touchdowns.

ESPN’s Todd McShay has 
Richardson going ninth overall to the 
Carolina Panthers in his latest mock 
draft.

From a draft perspective, the 
most pressing question on Richardson 
is; how high does his stock rise before 
late April? 

O ve r a l l ,  r e a c t ion s  to 
Richardson’s pros and cons are mixed, 
but his ceiling is higher than any 
quarterback in this class.

When people watch his film, 

they’ll find the times where Richardson 
struggled (early 2022), where he 
progressed and where he improved as 
the season wore on. Is he closer to being 
ready than some think? I believe he is

Many wonder if Richardson 
will be a first-round pick. To me, the 
actual mystery is whether Richardson 
will climb into the top 10. 

“The questions about his 
readiness are valid and his game needs 
refinement” is what pro quarterback 
coaches will say. On the other hand, 
offensive coordinators are gonna say, 
“Give me Anthony Richardson. I’ll 
give you a quarterback in two or three 
years who will win BIG.” That to me 
is a big-time look ahead. It’s a leap of 
faith in talent. 

Physically, he is the most 
talented quarterback in this class, 
but he’s not developed yet. He’s not 
ready. Carolina needs an NFL ready 
quarterback. 

Why not take a shot? In order 
to have success in this league, you’ve 
got to have a quarterback. Anthony 
Richardson has a chance to be a star 
or you could wind up drafting another 
quarterback in a year or two. That’s the 
most fascinating part about him.

Whether he goes to the Panthers 
or elsewhere, Richardson’s development 
will be interesting to follow over the 
next couple of seasons. He might need 
some time, and picking him before he 
blossoms could end up paying off in a 
big way.

So, he might stand as too big 
a challenge for a franchise without 
a foundation. For one with ground 
underneath it and a willingness to 
develop a QB, though? Richardson could 
be the lottery ticket it’s always wanted.

Anthony R ichardson is 
an incredibly talented yet unproven 
prospect, with a heart the size of his 
frame. For NFL programs, he’s a guy 
who can either make your draft or break 
your heart.
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 With the ACC going 
division-less in 2023, the championship 
will now be played by the top two 
teams in the conference, instead of 
the winners of each division. 

Since the conference is going 
division-less, teams will now play what 
is described as a 3-5-5 schedule. 

This means that from at 
least 2023 to 2026, ACC teams will 
have three primary opponents and a 
rotation of the other ten teams in the 
conference. 

The ACC guarantees that 
through this new scheduling format, 
each team will have a home and away 
game against all 13 other teams in this 
four-year window. 

Though not all that common, 
this will prevent a championship game 
played by a 7-5 or 6-6 winner of either 
the Coastal or Atlantic division. 

Once again, the divisions will 
not exist anymore but every team 
will be locked into three specific 
opponents.

Here a re the pr imary 
opponents for each team in the ACC:
Boston College: Miami (FL), 
Pittsburgh, and Syracuse
Clemson: Florida State, Georgia Tech, 
and NC State
Duke: North Carolina, NC State, and 
Wake Forest
Florida State: Clemson, Miami, and 
Syracuse
Georgia Tech: Clemson, Louisville, 
and Wake Forest
Louisville: Georgia Tech, Miami 
(FL), and Virginia
Miami (FL): Boston College, Florida 
State, and Louisville
North Carolina: Duke, North 
Carolina, and Virginia
NC State: Clemson, Duke, and North 
Carolina
Pittsburgh: Boston College, Syracuse, 
and Virginia Tech
Syracuse: Boston College, Florida 
State, and Pittsburgh
Virginia: Louisville, North Carolina, 
and Virginia Tech
Virginia Tech: Pittsburgh, Virginia, 
and Wake Forest
Wake Forest: Duke, Georgia Tech, 
and Virginia Tech

Notre Dame, though not an 
official member of the conference 
for football, will still play their 
contractually obligated five ACC 

opponents under this new system.
This move just makes sense 

for the health of the conference. 
In the upcoming age of super 

conferences, with Texas and Oklahoma 
moving to the SEC and USC and 
UCLA making their move to the Big 
Ten, having the two best teams in your 
conference title game will only help 
with national perception for the top 
of your conference.

It will already be hard enough 
to convince teams like Florida State 
and Clemson to not look elsewhere 
during this era. Super conferences will 
only create more revenue, especially in 
the television space for their member 
teams. 

This is a step forward, albeit 
small, for the conference, and could 
give fans some fun in-season rematches 
in the championship game for years 
to come.

The biggest problem the ACC 
has left is figuring out how to navigate 
college football in this upcoming era. 

Convincing Notre Dame, 
whose contract with NBC expires in 
2025, and another high-profile team 
to join the conference is the next big 
step the ACC has to take to remain 
relevant in the football space.  
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When a sports injury happens, choosing the right team for treatment and rehabilitation  
is the fastest way to get back out on the green.

At Southeast Georgia Health System, we have a roster of specially trained orthopaedic 
physicians, rehabilitation therapists and staff to treat athletes of all ages and abilities,  
from recreational to professional. Our team develops personalized treatment plans, using 
the latest techniques, both surgical and nonsurgical, to get you back in the game – fast.

Our Team Gets You Back in the Game.

When You Need Care,

 © 2022 SGHS

3025 Shrine Road, Suite 390, Brunswick 
7000 Wellness Way, Suite 7110, St. Simons Island 
2060 Dan Proctor Drive, Suite 1400, St. Marys

To schedule an appointment, call 912-466-7340. 

2600 Wildwood Drive, Brunswick 
1111 Glynco Parkway, Suite 110, Brunswick 
6000 Wellness Way, St. Simons Island 
2000 Dan Proctor Drive, St. Marys

To schedule an appointment, call 912-466-5330.


