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JUMBO SHRIMP

BASEBALLISBACK!  :.*

PROMOTIONS

Presented by VyStar Credit Union

Join VyStar Credit Union as they raise awareness and funds for a featured charity
throughout the night through ticket sales and promations. Plus, VyStar Credit Union
members can enjoy a Buy-One, Get-0ne-Free ticket special by using their VyStar
credit or debit card at the box office.*

THIRSTY THURSDAY

Join us for the best outdoor happy hour(s) in Jax!
We'll have $2 160z drafts at select Thirsty Thursdav locations!

FIREWORKS FRIDAY

Be sure to stick around after every Friday night game for Friday Night Fireworks!
Plus, Jumbo Shrimp players and staff will wear red each Friday to support the
military, and fans who wear red save $1on their ticket at the box office or

can donate the $1to charity.

GIVEAWAY SATURDAY

Be sure to show up early for Saturday games — the first 2,000 fans through
the gate will receive a unique giveaway item!

SUNDAY FAMILY FUNDAY

Presented by Baptist Health

Join us as we host a 20 minute pre-game catch on the field. Kids can also feel like the
pros after each Sunday game by running the bases once the field is clear. Plus, each
Sunday will feature complementary, PRE-GAME, face painting and balloon animals!

TICKETS
START
AT JUST

Visit jaxshrimp.com for the full schedule.

*Valid for ticket of equal or lesser value, subject to availability. Cannot combine ticket offers.

AFFORD
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KENNETH HARRISON, JR-

Kenneth Harison Jris a long time Atlanta
native and graduated from Kennesaw State
University with a Bachelor's Degree in
Communications. Kenneth has a pulse on
not only the Atlanta sports scene but the
entire southern sports scene as well.

] Vs

COLiN LASY

Colin Lacy currently resides in States-
boro, GA and is the voice of the Southeast
Bulloch Yellow Jackets. Colin also works
with Westwood One Sports and Bowl
Season radio for National College Football
and NFL broadcasts across the country.
Colin also calls Georgia Tech baseball for
the Georgia Tech Sports Network and also
works with the ACC Network.

ROBERT CRAFT
Robert is an expert on the Florida sports

scene. From the Florida Gators to the Or-
lando Magic, Robert has you covered.

- SRR
JASON BiSt0P
Jason Bishop graduated from Kennesaw
State University amd formerly worked at
CNN Sports. Jason hosts “The Jason Bishop
Show”, south Georgia’s most listened to
sports talk show.

Omer CONTRIBUTORS: JEFF DOKE, JoF DELANEY
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The Southern Sports Edition
was created to offer sports opin-
ions from a southern perspec-
tive. The Southern Sports Edi-
tion offers some of the top sports
minds and opinions from around
the South. From coverage on
High School Football to a beat on
the Atlanta Braves, the Georgia
Tech Yellow Jackets, SEC, ACC
and all southern sports with
actual southern opinions. The
Southern Sports Edition is cur-
rently distributed all across
Southeast Georgia and growing
everyday.

Publisher
The Bishop Media Sports Network

Editor
Jason Bishop

Graphic Design
Keith Martin
Columnists

Kenneth Harrison, Jr
Robert Craft
Colin Lacy
Jason Bishop

Photographers
Mike Brinson
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The azaleas are in full bloom.

The towering pine and flowering
dogwood trees are in pristine condition.
That can only mean one thing...it’s time
for the golf world to flock to Augusta,
Ga for the 2024 Masters.

The 88th playing of the Masters
Tournament oﬂiciaﬁy ets underway
Thursday April 11th an§ will hand out
the coveted green jacket on Sunday at
the conclusion of the final round for a
“tradition unlike any other.”

The Masters is always the first
of the four Major Championships in
the golf world and is slated for the first
full week in April each year.

The tournament that began in
1934 is considerably smaller (in terms of
number of participants) than the other
three champions%ips because it’s an
invitational event held by the Augusta
National Golf Course.

There are 20 ways that a player
can be invited to participate in the
exclusive Masters lEournament. Any
former Masters Champion has a lifetime
invitation back to Augusta. Similarly,
any champion of the other three major
championships in the previous five years

ets an automatic invitation to the feld.

Ithough 20 ways to qualify for the
Masters may seem like a lot of ways to
get in the field, it’s an elusive ticket.

Nineteen former Masters
champions are expected to compete
for the crown again in 2024 including
Tiger Woods, Eubba Watson, Jordan
Spieth, Scottie Scheffler, and 2023
champion Jon Rahm.

The 2020 Masters Champion
Dustin Johnson set the Masters record
with a -20 final card to win the onl
masters to not be played in April (had
to be moved to November because of
COVID-19).

Other former Masters
Champions expected to be in the field
for the 88th playing are Phil Mickelson,
Sergio Garcia, and 2021 Champion

Hideki Matsuyama.

Others that get in the field
because of winning one of the other
three major championships in the last
five years include U.S. Open Champions
Wyndham Clark, Bryson DeChambeau,
Matt Fitzpatrick, and Gary Woodland.
British Open Champions Brian Harman,
Cam Smith, Collin Morikawa, and
Shane Lowry will also tee it up in
Augusta.

Finally, PGA Championship
winners Brooks Koepka and Justin
Thomas are expected to be in the field
come April.

With less than 50 others that
meet one of the 20 criteria to enter the
tournament, some familiar names just
make the cut.

Patrick Cantlay and Tommy

Fleetwood enter the eligibility with the |

18th criteria point of qualifying for the
2023 Tour Championship.

Tony Finau and lgickie Fowler
come into the mix with the 17th criteria
checked of “Individual winners of PGA
Tour events that award a full-point
allocation for the season-ending Tour
Championship, from the 2023 Masters
to the 2024 Masters (including fall
2023).

Other notable names include
Rory Mcllroy and Neal Shipley for
various check marks.

After all the minutia to set the
field, the whole golf world (and man
outside the golf community) will ﬂocK
to the smallg corner of Eastern Georgia
called Augusta either by physica%ly
going down Bobby Jones Expressway,

or via the televisions, computer screens, [~

or courtesy of Westwood One Sports
Radio.

However, if you take in the
Masters tournament, it’s special, and
it’s a big day on Sunday when you hear
Jim Nantz sets the scene poetically in
his 39th Masters for CB§) along with
his colleague Verne Lundquist who
announced that the 2024 Masters will

Y be his 40th and final Masters.

Just remember to tune in early [J.{

on Sunday to hear Nantz describe

the pink azaleas and beautifully sun-
soaked skies and so on “....AT THE
MASTERS.”
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
OF SOUTHEAST GEORGIA

GREAT
FUTURES
START
HERE!

AFTER SCHOOL
PROGRAMMING

PLANNED,
STRUCTURED,
AND FUN
ACTIVITIES!

FREE SNACK g

AND HOT MEAL
DAILY!
DAILY %
HOMEWORK
AND TUTORING!
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TRAINED AND
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LEARN MORE
BY VISITING
WWW.BGCSEGA.COM
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A new era of football has
arrived for the Camden County
Wildcats.

On February 28th the Camden
County school system announced the
hire of Travis Roland to become the
next head football coach.

Legendary coach, Jeff Herron
retired after three seasons with

Camden. Herron took the Wildcats
to the GHSA 7A Final Four this past
season.

Travis Roland will come
in with success of his own. Roland
spent three seasons as the Mainland
Bpuccaneers Head Coach and went
30-10 in that span. Mainland High
School is in Daytona, FL.

Roland’s Buccaneers made a
state title game appearance in 2022 but
came up a lictle short. However, the
Buccaneers returned to the title game

in 2023 and this time walked awa
State Champions under Travis Roland’s
leadership, beating powerhouse St.
Augustine 21-19.

It was reported that over 30

applicants applied for the opening.

e Camden County School System
announced a meeting on Friday
February 16th where tﬁe intended
to announce a new football coach on
that date.

However, Tracolya Green,
Camden County Superintendent,
announced at that meeting that no
hire would be made as not enough time
was éiven to properly vet references for

the final 2 candidates for the position.
Coach Roland played high

school football at Mainland High
School and then went on to play at
Bethune-Cookman. He played Arena
Football after his college playing days
ended.

Roland began coaching in
2009 at Mainland High School as an
assistant. He spent three seasons with
the Buccaneers before transitioning
to Seabreeze High School, also in
Daytona, as an assistant.

In 2012 Roland returned to
Mainland High School’s coaching

staff and remained until 2016. In
2017 Roland was named Head Coach
at Flagler Palm Coast. He remained
head coach there until 2020, when
he once again returned to Mainland
High School, this time as the Head
Coach.

Coach Roland is the reigning
Florida Coach of the Year.

He will take the reins of the
Camden program, which is saturated
with rich anc% roud history. Camden
County Wildcat Football has been
synonymous with tough, hard-nosed
f%)’otball and the Wing-T offense.

The Wildcats ran that Wing-T
offense from 2000-2016 under former

coaches Jeff Herron and Welton Coffey.
The Wildcats won 3 state titles under
Jeff Herron in 2003, 2008 and 2009.

Camden ran a spread from
2017-2020 under former coach Bob
Sphire. The Wildcat offense went back
to the Wing-T when Jeff Herron re-
assumed the position as head coach.

It is expected Coach Roland
will bring in a ﬁrand new system.

A new era has dawned in

Kingsland.




Become a Better,, ‘' "W &
Stronger, Golfer 3

If becoming a better golfer is one of your goals, Gregory Kelley, MD, has some sound advice. “A
flexible, mobile body not only improves your performance, it also helps prevent injury,” says

Dr. Kelley, a board-certified physical medicine and rehabilitation physician at Summit Sports
Medicine & Orthopaedic Surgery. As an avid golfer and a physician who treats individuals affected
by sports injuries and other causes, he understands which habits can make or break your game.

“There are many simple, yet effective ways to be a better golfer while avoiding the repetitive injuries
common to this sport,” Dr. Kelley says. “Incorporate these habits into your weekly routine an
you’ll extend your longevity in the game.”

Good form, Dr. Kelley says, is the foundation of golf. “You can prevent the back problems that
often plague golfers by being aware of body mechanics. Conditioning the muscles unique to the
golf swing is very important. Put the work in before the round so you not only play better but
prevent injury.”

Gregory R. Kelley, MD

As you would with any sport, warm up before practice or play. Dr. Kelley explains, “It is tempting
to go immediately to the range or course and start hitting balls without much warm up. Try to view
A board-certified your warm up as not only something that will prevent injury and decrease stress on your body, but
physiatrist, Dr. Kelley as something to improve your %ame. For example, if your back is stiff, you are not unlikely to
achieve a full rotation on your backswing and may not be able to maintain your posture through

specializes in physiatr ve
P PRYSIEELY:  the hitting zone.”

physical medicine and

rehabilitation. To optimize your swing, speed and distance, he advises golfers to develop a strong, flexible core.
“Strengthening your abdomen and stabilizing back muscles, as well as the muscles involved in trunk
Summit Sports Medicine ~ rotation, is often overlooked. Low back problems are the number one cause of injury in the game,
so it is important to do everything we can to prevent these injuries from occurring.”

& Orthopaedic Surgery

has offices in Brunswick, Strong, stable hips and legs are also key. “The lower body is the powerhouse of the golf swing. A

St. Simons Island and strong base is the foundation for which you will generate power. Not only will this allow for more
St. Marys. distance, but with more balance and stagility throughout the entire swing sequence,” Dr. Kelley
says. “If you are unsure what sgcciﬁc exercises are best for you, visiting with a physical therapist or
trainer familiar with golf specific exercises can be a good pI};cc to start.”
To make an appointment
with Dr. Kelley, call For cardiovascular conditioning, Dr. Kelley recommends walking the course if you are able. “Not
912-466-7340 only will this help you build strength and lose weight, but it may help you gain new insights and
) appreciation of the course you are playing and allow you to gather your thoughts before the next
swing. Consider alternating golf days with a consistent walking, cycling, running or swimming
routine.”

SUMMIT And even longtime golfers benefit from refresher lessons. “A professional instructor will not only
Spors Medine & Omopectc Seer— fine tune your technique, but they can also identify nuances in your form that could help or hinder
your game and your body,” Dr. Kelley adds.
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Trampoline Park Now Open
Birthday Party/Meeting Rooms Available
Bounce Houses for 12 and under

5581 Habersham Street
(912) 342-7427

TO WIN

| TUCKER 8BROWNING# SBROWNINGH /

tuckerandbrowning.com
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The 2024 Players Championship By Joe Delaney
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The 2024 Players

Championship at Sawgrass will go down
as one of the best and most exciting golf
tournaments in its 50-year history.

It will also go down as tﬁe first
TPC with a back-to-back champion.
Scottie Scheffler blistered the Sawgrass
course on Sunday going out in 31 on the
front nine and vau%ting into contention.

He then ripped the back nine
with three more girdies to card an
unbelievable final round 64 and take
home the 4.5 million dollar first place
Igrize. He navigated the final round bogey

ree and came from way back. Schefﬁer
showed why he’s currently the number
one ranked player in the world.

Blessed with great weather on
the weekend, the TPC Sawgrass course
was on point. Great crowds, great golf
and a great finish, the tournament was
just outstanding.

From the drama of the 17th hole
to the fantastic finish with three golfers
trying to find a birdie on 18 to catch
Schefﬁer, it was golf at its best.

Round one began with Rory
Mcllroy, Xander Schauffele and Wyndham
Clark all dropping 65s on the stadium
course.

From day one this was going to
be a battle of the ﬁeavywei hts. gchegler
and RSM winner Ludvig Aberg were two
shots back.

Round two at Sawgrass was the

Wyndham Clark show. After shooting a

65 in the first round, Clark showed out
with another 65 to take a 4-stroke lead
into the weekend.

The 2023 U.S. Open winner was
on top of his game and looked smooth
and confident heading into the weekend.
Four shots back were Nick Taylor and
Xander Schauffele.

Saturday was moving day at the
Players and it did not disappoint.

The 4 shot lead that Wyndham
Clark carried into the round disappeared
as Xander Schauffele took a one—sﬁot lead
into Sunday with Clark right behind him
one shot off the pace. grian Harman
followed at 15 under while eventual winner
Scottie Scheffler was a full 5 shots back.

Notables were Rory Mcllroy
at -9 along with Ludvig Aberg. With 7
golfers within 5 shots of the lead, Sunday
was shaping up to be a great day for the
Players Championship. And boy oh boy
it didn’t disappoint.

Sunday at the Players was a day to
remember. With a beautiful spring day in
northeast Florida with temps around 80
and a very manageable breeze, the stage
was set for some great golf.

Scottie Scheffler began the day 5
shots back and after 3 straight pars, the
man found his groove. After his iron shot
at the fourth found the hole for an eagle
and his putter dropped a long birdies on
the fifth and the eighth, he found himself
in contention only one shot back. Another

utt at the ninth leading to a front nine
gl and he was tied.

But Schauffele, Harman, and
Clark weren’t going anywhere and it was

ame on for one of%he most exciting nine
Igwles of golf in TPC history.

Clark began with a bogey on the
10th that dropped him 2 shots back of
Schauffele anci) %Chefﬁer.

Harman sat at -17 two back. By

AR AARSE A R AR R

the twelfth all four golfers were within
a shot of each other. %s they dueled over
the next 4 holes, Scheffler went one up
and finished first at -20. His 67, 69, 68,
64 set the bar.

Could the three amigos catch
him with 2 holes to play?

What followed was Sunday PGA
golf at its best. Schauffele came off 2 bogies
to birdie 16. That put him one back with
2 to play.

He would hit a beautiful shot
within 10 feet on 17 only to watch his
putt and a chance to tie slide by the hole.

Wyndham Clark was next at the
island hole with a beautiful approach shot
within 5 feet. He knocked it down to get
within one.

To the 18th we went with the
tournament in the balance. Harman would
Eut it on the green at 18 only to watch

is putt slide E and finish one back.

Next Schauffele would miss right
and have a long birdie miss. He would
finish one back also.

Clark coming off the birdie at
17 would hit a great second into the 18th
1g]reen. With a c%lance to tie SchefHler, he

it a putt that will be replayed for years
to come. From about 15 feet the putt was
perfect. Within 2 feet it slightly slides to
the left and then lipped in and out of the
hole coming to rest back toward Clark.
No one could believe it didn’t drop.

It was a heartbreaker but a fitting
end to a Players that will be talked about
for years.

Scottie Scheffler takes his second
tournament win in a row and his second
Players in a row with a come from behind
win being 7 shots back at one time on
Saturday.

Great golf, great crowds, great
finish, and a great tournament.
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GET MORE \\/|TH A
FLE>” MEMBERSHIP

Introducing our new membership, built to flex to your busy lifestyle.

Starting at just $89/month for two, 30-minute sessions with our
introductory rate for a limited time only!

You can look forward to:

+ The freedom to add extra sessions whenever you need

+ Locked-in per-session pricing

+ No hidden fees

+ Any unused sessions roll over to the next month

+ Sessions won't expire as long as your membership is active

og 89

/ MONTH

+ ADD MORE AT MEMBER PRICING!

203 Edwards Plaza SSI
912.434.9393 ¢ chubsdiner.com

912.268.2495 « Shops of Sea Island * St. Simons Island
Satellite location in Brunswick next to Mary Ross Park

ROOFING

blowe@dbmroofing.com
DBMRoofing.com [ &

GOLDEN ISLES
PHARMACY

DRIVE-THRU ¢ PRESCRIPTIONS « COMPOUNDING

Conveniently Iocq’red right down from the hospital

3010 Alfama Ave * Brunswick, GA 31520

GoldenlslesPharmacy.com
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Good News On Acuna By Robert Craft
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A collective sigh of relief
blanketed the Atlanta Braves, their fans,
and superstar Ronald Acufia Jr.

Dr. Neal ElAttrache confirmed
a team doctor’s diagnosis of meniscus
irritation in Acuna’s right knee. Any
injury more serious than that might've
made the National League MVP go
into surgery.

e Braves said that Acufa will

A

decided to have their dynamic leadoff
hitter and 2023 MLB stolen-base leader
travel to Los Angeles to be examined by
ElAttrache, the surgeon who repaired a
torn ACL in Acufia’s knee in ]ufy 2021.
That was a season-ending injury
and surgery that spoiled what had been
an MVP-caliber start to 2021.
When soreness and
inflammation lingered during his first
season back from surgery in 2022,
Acufa needed occasional days off to
drain fluid from his knee. There were
questions regarding how long it might
take before Acufa was back at tull
pre-injury capacity, or if this issue will
continue to affect his all-star career.
In 2023, Acufia wasn't as good

There was understandable
concern when Acufa was flown across
the country during the weekend to get
a second opinion on his knee. Manager
Brian Snitker said Saturday that he was
trying to remain optimistic, but that
until %Lcuﬁa was examined by ElAttrache
the Braves wouldn’t know for sure.

If ElAttrache found something
worse than the original diagnosis,
such as a meniscus tear that might
require arthroscopic surgery, there was
a likelihood that Acufia would miss the
early part of the 2023 season. And if that
Eut him behind, there was no telling

ow long it might take for him to get
back up to fulF speed after returning
from a stint on the injured list.

radually increase baseball activities and
%e’ll be ready for Opening Day.

The Braves open the season
March 28 at their NL East rival Phillies,
who beat the Braves in four games in
the Division Series in October for the
second consecutive year.

After feeling soreness in his
surgically repaired right knee Friday,

cuna was scratched from the lineup

Friday and underwent an MRI that
showed irritation of the meniscus.

To make sure, and for peace of
mind for all parties involved, the Braves

as he’d been prior to surgery, he was far
better. In fact, he was historically good.
The Braves led the majors in almost
every major offensive category in 2023,
and Acuna was their star of stars.

the 40-40 club (40 home runs and 40
stolen bases) and much more, becomin
the first player to have 40-50, 40-60 ancF,
finally, 40-70 seasons. Acufia finished
with 41 homers and a majors-leadin
73 stolen bases while batting .337 wit
an MLB-best .416 on-base percentage
and NL-leading 1.012 OPS.

The Braves might need to add
a proven outfielder if Acuna was to
require an IL stint to begin the season.
That didn’t happen, and the
Braves and their fans, along with other

He became the fifth member of fans of the wildly IE)ofpular Acunfa, let
ief.

out a big sigh of re
%\/[eniscus irritation can heal
without any form of surgery.
Nothing was any more
important for the Braves so far this
spring than the medical update on
Acuna.
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Tires, Oil Changes, Alignments

Locally Owned and Operated NEW TIRES FAST

7535 Blythe Island Hwy, Brunswick, GA
912.289.2362
319 Glynn Isles

(In Target Shopping Genter)
FREDERICA
“‘2’"'»-“27“ |P

t us anchor your health”

3603 Frederica Rd - St. Simons, GA
912.357.2357

Immunizations - EzPz Pak Adherence
FredericaPharmacy.com

FAMILY §
CHIROP RACTIQ

CARE
Dr. Harry C. Broyles

O first tee

golden isles presents

-

Most ’E
Insurances 3
Accepted

1 DAY.
100 HOLES.

JULY 8, 2024 SEA ISLAND RETREAT

: -
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L}
The golf tournament of all golf tournaments. E iy E

3607 Community Road, Brunswick, GA
912.265.0311

Think you have what it takes?|=
Scan the code to register your 2 person team today! E




Home Of The World Famous Mack’s Fries

v

912.275.8271 912.342.7967
6900 New Jesup Hwy 3421 Cypress Mill Rd

MacksBarbeque.com [f1°

312-265-8674
485 Warren Mason Blvd
Brunswick, GA

(Behind KFC and Racetrack on 341)

Tires - Brakes - A/C - Suspension - Minor Mechanic Work

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

S \ B

MARSHSIDE n%
GRILL & &

1200 GLYNN AVENUE * BRUNSWICK, GA
912.342.7981

www.MARSHSIDEGRILL.com

T (OUTHERN SPORTS ..,




nking SEC Coaches By Robert Craft
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It’s the pollen-covered cars
spring, which means March Madness
and head coach rankings!

For the uninitiated, these lists
are totally subjective. This is meant to
be a fun exercise, and it’s my ranking.

While career achievements are
considered, college football has become a
sport that’s constantly changing, so recent
performance (wins, recruiting, working
the transfer portal, hiring assistants,
Eroducing NgL Draft picEs, etc.) will

e taken into account.

Entering the 2024 season, the
SEC features two new teams (so two
more coaches to rank), and two new head
coaches at Texas A&M and Mississippi
State.

No. 1 Kirby Smart, Georgia:
Smart is the undisputed top-ranked coach
in America right now. He’s won at least
11 games in six of the last seven years,
has a pair of national titles and just inked
another No. 1 recruiting class.

Georgia has sent more talent to
the NFL than any program in the country
in the last few seasons, and the Bulldogs
are the early favorites for the national

championship in 2024. Clear number
one here.

No. 2 Brian Kelly, LSU: Kelly
has done everything but win a national
championship at the FBS level. He’s won
at least 10 games in seven straight seasons,
producing a Heisman TrO}l)hy winner in
Etézgterback Jayden Daniels in Year 2 at

No. 3 Kalen DeBoer, Alabama:
While DeBoer’s resume as FBS head
coach is fairly light, the man rarely loses,
whether it’s at Sioux Falls or Washington
(104-12).

He won 21 straight games with
the Huskies, beat Texas twice and made
the national championship in Year 2,
which is why he became the coveted target
to replace Nick Saban at Alabama.

No. 4 Steve Sarkisian, Texas:
Sarkisian won 10 games for the first time
in his career in 2023, resurrecting the
Longhorns’ grogram back to national
prominence by winning the Big 12 and
making the CFP.

He’s arguably the best play-caller
in college football and is certainly one of
the top offensive minds.

No. 5 Lane Kiffin, Ole Miss:
Kiffin just led the Rebels to their first
11-win season in school history, and like
Sarkisian, has overcome a rocﬁy start to
his head coaching career (be it the one-
and-done season at Tennessee or the stint
at USC).

Before Kifhin arrived in Oxford,
Ole Miss had just three 10-win seasons

in 48 years. He could top that in 2024
with the Rebels pushing their chips for
a potential SEC title run.

No. 6 Josh Heupel, Tennessee:
A year after leading the Vols to their best
season in nearly 25 years, Heupel managed
to win nine games in 2023 despite erratic
quarterback play.

That shouldn’t be an issue in the
future, though, as the Nico lamaleava era
starts this fall and 2025 5-star commit
George Maclntyre is waiting in the wings.

No. 7 Eli Drinkwitz, Missouri:
Drinkwitz is coming off the best coaching
job of his career, leading the Tigers to a
surprising 11-2 season and a win over
Ohio State to finish in the Top 10.

Before the season, he shrewdly
delegated play-calling duties to new
OC hire Kirby Moore, which allowed
Drinkwitz to focus on his entire team
and move worked brilliantly.

No. 8 Mark Stoops, Kentucky:
Stoops has been the Wildcats’ best football
coac% since Bear Bryant, elevating the
program with multiple 10-win seasons for
the first time in more than four decades.

Stoops’ ranking requires
pers;l))ective though, Kentuckﬁ ootball
was basically nothing before he arrived
and the ‘Cats have made eight straight
bowl games. He’s raised the expectations,
which is why 7-6 is seen as a poor season.

Here are my top SEC coaches
entering the 2024 season.
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Jags’ 2024 Draft By Jeff Doke




Much like the end of the 2023
season, the lead up to the 2024 NFL Draft
is not what Jaguar fans were expecting
even as recently as six months ago.

Prior to the late season collapse
that saw Jacksonville lose five out of their
last six games and miss the playoffs thanks
to a final week loss to their Kated rivals
from the Volunteer State, your average
Jags fan thought the team was trending
in the right direction.

Now, not so much. While the
team s still considered upper tier, they’re
not as close to “legitimate contender” status
as we were hoping leading into the 2023
season. Once again, this year’s draft will
prove to be vital, and that’s a situation
Jacksonville fans are tired of being in.

At first glance, one would think
the Offensive Line would be a top priority.
Thirty-five sacks of your generational-talent
quarterback woul len(f credence to that
assumption.

Notre Dame’s Joe Alt is the top-
rated prospect this year, but he’ll likely Ee
long gone by the time the Jags finally get
on the clock at #17.

Same thing for Penn State's Olu

Fashanu. UGA’s Sedrick Van Pran would
likely be available, but he’s a Center, and
Luke Fortner is looking pretty solid coming
into his third year in the league. O-Line
help, though desperate, may unfortunately
be a second- or third-round target.

Crazy enough as it seems, Wide
Receiver is another top concern for Baalke
& company.

Calvin Ridley wasn’t as quick to
recover from his suspension as some had
hoped, and there’s still a chance he doesn’t
get re-signed.

Personally, I think that would be a
mistake. Thanks to his recent legal issues,
Zay Jones might get cut, and Christian
Kirk is on the last year of the deal that
no one thought he could live up to but
somehow dicﬁ

If they do go the receiver route,
look for the Jags to call Bulldog-turned-
Longhorn Adonai Mitchell’s name, possibly
Brian Thomas Jr. out of LSU. If he’s
available in 2nd or 3rd round, I absolutely
would not complain if they brought Ladd
McConkey to the banks of the St. Johns.

Cornerback is another area of need,
and there’s a pair of Alabama products that
wouldn’t be out of the question with the
17th overall pick.

Kool-Aid McKinstry and Terrion
Arnold are both first-round worthy
considerations, and to be honest, either
of them falling to 17th would be hard to
turn down.

If they go a different direction in
the first, hope against hope that Clemson's

i L, 5
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Nate Wiggins or Iowa's Cooper DeJean
are still out there in the second round.
Admittedly this is a homer pick, but I'd love
to see them bring Auburn’s Jaylin Simpson
back this side of the Chattahoochee.

The one area that shouldn’t be a
concern - but yet somehow is - would be
the Edge/LB.

Josh Allen was tied for second in
pressure rate, second in sacks and third
in quarterback hits in 2023, and yet
there’s still the chance he gets hit with the
franchise tag.

Seriously, Mr. Khan, just pay
the man. He’s earned it. Same for Travon
Walker, who saw his sack total jump from
3.5 his rookie year to 10 in his sophomore
effort.

If were going to look to the future,
Texas A&M’s Edgerrin Cooper would
be solid, as would the twin towers of the
Bama defensive backfield, Dallas Turner
& Chris Braswell.

In short, the Jaguars’ needs are
more plentiful than we hoped at this point.

While the marquee players are
pretty much in place, the needs in the
trenches are still noticeable. General
Manager Trent Baalke sees this and has
commented as such in recent pressers.

Hopefully with the new assistant
coaching staff in place and their eyes on
the future, this year’s draft haul will be
one that is seen as the difference maker,
not one that sets the franchise back as so
many in the last 20 years have done.
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Life After Jordan Triplett By Jeff Doke

V




How do you follow up history?

The Frederica Knights football
team is facing a 2024 season that will be
missing a huge part of their identity for
the last four years; the Air Force Academy-
bound Jordan Triplett.

Where does the team go without
the player who was responsible for three
out of every four rushing yards over the
last four years?

%Ihat would be a good question
for Coach Brandon Derrick. He’s faced
with that task of dealing with a significant
talent drain for the second time in his
career under the oaks.

“We're trying to see what we're

onna have and what we can do this year”
the 12th year head coach told me recently.
“It'll all depend on how fast our young
guys step up. We've only fOt four seniors
this year and only about 4 or five juniors.
How quick are our kids going to grow
up & get ready, that’s the big question.”

There wasn’t a lot of time for the
underclassmen to get any growing up
done last year. With Triplett rushing for
an all-time state record-tying 3,172 yards

and 41 total touchdowns, there weren't
a lot of snaps for anyone else to make a
significant contribution.

That’s not to say that there werent
any other bright spots that made the
Frederica faithful wonder what’s in store.
Jaylin Baldwin is one example. When
asied his future plans for the rising
sophomore, Coach Derrick was
understandably noncommittal.

“We’re in limbo with him, but
we're gonna use Jaylin at a lot of different
areas - WR, RB, QB. We'll use a lot of
different packages with him. Try to get
him the ball out in space.”

When pressed about whether or
not Baldwin would see significant time
at the quarterback position, Derrick had
another name in mind when it comes
to who might be the signal caller this
season - fellow second-year player Stanton
Beverly.

“Stanton might be a little ahead
of everybody. There's a few others in the
mix as well.”

Another member of the Class of
2027 that is expected to make a big jum
this year is WR/DB Jayden Gibson. éoac
Derrick sees both Gibson and Baldwin to
see significant playing time on both sides
of the ball.

“Both will be playing both ways.
Alot of guys will need to be ready to come
in and play 140 snaps per game.”

As usual, CoacE Derrick is already
stressing the importance of conditioning,

and once again a roster diminished in
numbers is a key factor.

“We’re gonna hit (the
conditioning) pretty hard in June and
July because numbers are going to be a
factor. ’'m guessing we're only going to
have 25 maybe 3ngids this year. \ée’re
going to have to be in shape and we're
going to need to z(Tret as many quality reps
in as possible early in the season.”

In addition to feeling the loss of
The River,” Coach Derrick recognizes the
loss of the team’s defensive heart-and-soul,
the graduating Hamp Thompson.

“BacE in 2018, we lost 4 or 5
guys from that group that won the state
championship. Then we had a lot of
injuries in that 2019 season, and that
2020 group responded. Back then, it was
Jordan and Hamp that led the charge.
Now it's up to (rising Senior) Hayes Carter
and (rising Junior) éavin Grantham that
will need to handle that inside LB spot.
They're g[({)nna have to stay healthy.”

egardless of the losses, Coach
feels pretty solid about his defense.

“{Hayes and Gavin) have a ton
of experience, our D-line is returning, 3
out 0¥4 of our DBs are returning. The big
question is going to be OLB. I'm pretty
excited. We're gonna have a chance to
sneak up on people.”

If they do, it won’t be the first
time - and thats one of the things we love
the most about the Knights.
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SGHEDULING
FOR MONEY

SEC Adding More Games? By Robert Craft




The SEC is likely to stay
with an eight-game football scKedule for
the 2025 season, but that could be the
final year before going to nine games,
accorging to Texas athletic director Chris
Del Conte.

The main news: the SEC is
sticking with an eight-game schedule
for the 2025 season. There was no
confirmation from the SEC office or
anyone else at the town hall event Del
Conte spoke at.

Several conference sources
emphasized that there has been no
official decision either way on the 2025
season or beyond.

But indications are the SEC does
not want to have its annual meetings in
Destin, Fla., this May be dominated by
another debate about the future schedule
format. The conference could announce
well before that it’s going with an eight-

ame schedule for 2025, then maée a
ﬁecision later for 2026 and beyond.

When Oklahoma and Texas
announced they were joining the league a
few years ago, the momentum was toward
going to a nine-game schedule. But that

momentum stalled mainly because ESPN
did not agree to increase payout to the
SEC in exchange for adding a ninth
game.

At last year’s spring meetings,
the SEC announced it would keep an
eight-game schedule for the 2024 season.
Tﬁat was the first eight-game schedule for
Texas and Oklahoma, and it postponed
the long-awaited decision on whether to
g0 to nine.

The biggest reason is money. Even
schools that favor a nine-game schedule,
such as Georgia, have wanted ESPN to
increase its payout in exchange.

The television contract, which
was signed about six months before
Oklahoma and Texas announced they
were joining, just has a pro rata clause,
which means the payout goes up by an
equal amount to wﬁat tﬁe current 14
schools were getting.

SEC oﬁiciagls have argued that
eight more conference games the result
ofg going to a nine-game schedule is worth
more money. But ESPN, dealing with
Disney-ordered cutbacks, has not agreed.

There is another reason for the
SEC to punt: It can see if only playing
an eight-game schedule helps or hurts its
teams for the 12-team CFP when the Big
Ten and other conferences are playing
nine games.

There have been two formats
under discussion: In the eight-game
format, every team would have one
permanent rivalry and rotate everyone

else.

In the nine-game format, every
team would have three teams it plays
every year and rotate everyone else. In
both formats, everybody plays everybody
else at least twice every four years.

The downside of an eight-game
schedule is traditional rivalries that
wouldn’t be played every year: Auburn
and Georgia or Alabama and Tennessee,
for instance.

While Texas-Texas A&M was
considered one of those, Del Conte also
said that the Longhorns would play the
Aggies every year. It could be Oklahoma
an§ Texas that wouldn’t be played every
year if an eight-game schedule were
adopted.

This year, while the SEC stayed
with eight games, it kept those traditional
rivalries as rotating games. That could
be done again in 2025.

In result, the traditional rivalries
would stay intact if the SEC went to a
nine-game schedule starting in 2026. If
the conference sticks with eight games,
the rivalries would go to a non-annual
basis.

In your opinion, does the
SEC rotating rivalry schedules create a
significant enough loss in media dollars
to justify a pay increase for nine games?

Because if not having those
secondary rivalries played every year,
the SEC can justify to [gisney that they
have to pay more in fear of missing out
on rivalry media dollars.
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What’s Your Summit?

Our team of experts will help you get there.

Whether your “summit” is an epic comeback just in time for the
championship game or winning a medal for the best cut grass in the
neighborhood, Summit Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Surgery is
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OUR ORTHOPAEDIC EXPERTS INCLUDE:

Jason G. Bowman, MD Denny A. Carter, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon Orthopaedic Surgeon
Foot and Ankle Sports Medicine;
Surgery Hip and Knee
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Christopher Yonz, MD Jason M. Dancy, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon Interventional Physiatrist
General Orthopaedics; Physical Medicine
Sports Medicine; and Rehabilitation;
Shoulder, Hip and Knee Non-Surgical Spine Care
Replacement
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Sports Medicine & Orthopaedic Surgery

Beau Sasser, MD Michael J. Sullivan, MD
Orthopaedic Surgeon Orthopaedic Surgeon
Sports Medicine; Hand, Wrist and
Shoulder, Hip and Elbow Surgery
Knee Replacement

Gregory R. Kelley, MD Lindsey E. Sweat, MD
Physiatrist Concussion
Physical Medicine Management;
and Rehabilitation; Sports Medicine
Non-Surgical Spine Care

A strategic affiliate of
Southeast Georgia Health System

BRUNSWICK ST. SIMONS ISLAND ST. MARYS
912-466-7340 912-466-5570 912-576-6355




